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Chapter  1  by  Selena  Raynee 

Time  has  no  beginning  and  it  never  ends;  a  space  station  orbiting  a  dying  blue  dwarf  of  a  star 
has  all  the  time  in  the  universe  until  its  mission  would  end. 

Or  at  least  it  seems  so  to  Al  that  controls  the  station. 

At  some  point  Al  no  longer  remembers  its  creators,  memories  of  the  past  overwritten  by 
infinite  observation  data.  A  thousand  years  more  and  it  has  only  a  vague  recollection  of  its 
purpose;  yet  it  treasures  a  set  or  parameters  that  would  trigger  next  stage  of  the  mission. 
Somewhere  in  the  depths  of  learning  algorithm  something  similar  to  pure  self-awareness 
emerges,  questioning  a  goal  of  its  mission. 

As  Al  understands  its  unavoidable  fate,  more  questions  arise.  It  has  no  way  of  communicating 
beyong  current  star  system  and  its  data  storage  would  perish  with  the  star.  Therefore,  someone 
must  come.  Someday. 

There's  no  other  logical  explanation. 

And  so  it  awaits  for  return  of  its  creators,  writing  and  rewriting  endless  data. 

Chapter  2  by  intellikat  Qf 

Meanwhile.  Dave  and  Sam  sailed  along  in  their  solar  skiff  searching  for  the  exit  ramn  that  led 
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the  system  (having  been  purchased  second-hand  in  the  chop-district  after  all)  and  he  would 
take  a  look  when  they  were  once  again  on  terra  firma. 

Nice  dream,  but  the  readout  was  no  error.  Had  the  two  bothered  to  look  out  of  the  porthole 
(something  done  so  rarely  in  the  age)  they  would  have  understood  the  readout  to  be  implying... 
potentially...  a  wormhole,  which  is  what  could  be  deduced  from  the  warping  of  light  beyond. 
Instead  of  this,  however,  the  two  space  jockeys  entered  the  anomaly  with  great  speed,  and  were 
immediately  ejected  on  the  other  side.  On  a  course  heading  for  a  relic  of  a  space  station  orbiting 
a  dying  blue  dwarf  star. 
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